SUDANSTUDIES
South Sudan andSudan
January 2014

Number 49
CONTENTS
Editorial

1

Ian Cunnison

4

John Cloudsley-Thompson

6

Ibrahim EI-Salahi: Stories and other nice things
Aziz El Nur
Ibrahim EI-Salahi at the Tate Modern, 2013
Adrian Thomas
Ibrahim EI-Salahi: Tate Modern, Impressions of an Exhibition
Ena Dawson

8
13
16

Report on the SSSUK Annual Symposium, 2013
P e t e r Wo o d w a r d
" ?
The break-up of Sudan: the people of two gountries
Jok Madut Jok
Sudan's Agricultural potentialMark Jones
Land Grab and food insecurity
Ahmed Elzobeir
Battle of Omdurman and the First World War
:
Douglas Johnson
~.
'. " ~ i " -.
Book Reviews
The Ghosts of Empire
Search for the Nile's source..." ..... John Petherick

-- .:

..

SSSUK Notices
13th International Conference for Nubian Studies
Minutes for the AGM and Accounts for 2011
Registered Charity No. 328272

i

71
72
73

SUDAN STUDIES SOCIETY OF THE UK
The Sudan Studies Society of the UK was founded in 1986 to encourage and promote
Sudanese studies in the United Kingdom and abroad, at all levels and in all disciplines.
SSSUK is a registered charity (no. 328272).
General enquiries about Society matters and membership should be addressed to:
Adrian Thomas,
30 Warner Road,
Crouch End,
London, N8 7HD
E-mail: treasurer@sssuk.org
Membership:
Anyone with an interest in the Sudan, general or specialized, is welcome to join the
SSSUK. Membership is by annual subscription payable in January each year. Current
subscription rates are:
Individuals:
- in UK £12
- rest of Europe Euros25/£18
- elsewhere US$30/£18

Institutions
- UK £20
- rest of Europe Euros30/£25
- elsewhere US$40/£25

NB: Dollar & Euro subscription rates take into account bank charges for conversion to Sterling.
Members receive two issues each year of Sudan Studies; the right to a reduced rate on
copies of the Society's occasional papers; the right to attend the joint Annual General
Meeting and Symposium and other occasional meetings organized by the Society.
SSSUK President:
Ibrahim E1 Salahi

Chair:
Gill Lusk

Vice-Chair:
Andrew Wheeler

Hon Treasurer:
Adrian Thomas

Hon Secretary:
Jane Hogan
Web Site: www.sssuk.org
Editorial Board, Sudan Studies: Dr Anisa Dani; Dr H R J Davies; Ms Jane Hogan; Dr D K Lindley; Dr
W T W Morgan; and Prof Peter Woodward

EDITORIAL
I am sure that many of us are very disappointed at the unfolding
situation at the start of 2014. Not only do the same disagreements
between Sudan and South Sudan over oil, borders and many other
things still remain unresolved with little evidence of good progress
towards a solution in many cases, but we are also faced with a
situation in which South Sudan looks as if it might be inching its way
into a civil war. These difficulties are a continuing reminder of the
distrust over many years between the north and south of the Sudan
made worse by the failure to adhere to the agreements when they have
been made in good faith and to accept the decisions of international
arbitration in spite of promises beforehand to accept the rulings. In
South Sudan we have the emergence of a whole host of rivalries
which have resurfaced now that independence has been achieved. We
have the sight of new upheavals of the population with people fleeing
for their lives and often becoming refugees yet again. I am sure that
every reader longs for these historic legacies to be overcome. Can the
politicians and others concerned not see that all this unrest is bad for
the country as a whole as well as for those behind these dreadful
events?
We have also to report the death of four individuals closely associated
in the past with Sudan. First of all, Ian Cunnison was an outstanding
anthropologist with a great love of Sudan and we have an appreciation
of him by Abdel Ghaffar Mohammed, one of his former students from
Khartoum University days. Professor Cloudsley-Thompson, a
biologist, formerly on the staff of Khartoum University in the 1960s
has a short appreciation by the Editor who knew him in those far off
days. Two other individuals deserve mention. Brian MaeDermot, a
well-known art dealer in London, with a special interest in oriental
paintings, knew South Sudan well. In the 1960s he lived with the
Nuer on the Sudan-Ethiopia border. He was adopted into the tribe
under the name Rial Nyang. He wrote about his experiences in The
Cult of the Sacred Spear published in 1972. He retained his interest in
South Sudan and love for the Nuer. This led him to found the South
Sudan Association. The other was Canon John Lowe who spent his

working life in East Africa. He was the Principal Lecturer at Bishop
Gwynne Theological College at Mundri from 1959 until he was
ordered by the government to leave the Sudan in 1964. His life in the
Sudan with his family was recorded in Dorothy Lowe's book, Don't
Bother to Unpack, Sudan 1951-64.
In contrast, 2013 saw the excellent exhibition at Tare Modern in
London by our President entitled, Ibrahim E1 Salahi- a Visionary
Modernist. This was the first time that a modern artist from Africa
had been accorded the honour of a retrospective exhibition. In the end
the editor was offered three different perspectives. First of all, Aziz El
Nut who remembers being fascinated, as a schoolboy, by Ibrahim
when he came to school to talk to them about 'Art' and showed them
some of his paintings. The second is a review of the exhibition by a
dedicated 'Sudanist', Adrian Thomas. The third is from Ena
Dawson who happened to see the exhibition on a visit to Tate Modern
but with no particular interest in the Sudan. She contacted the editor
to find out something about Ibrahim. I am sure that he will be pleased
by these responses.
The next item is Peter Woodward's report on our 2013 Annual
Symposium held in early October.
Before discussing the main articles I need to request some
assistance from members. I shall be giving up editorship of Sudan
Studies after the next issue (no. 50) due out in July 2014.
Accordingly, the Society is looking for a new editor. I am sure that
there are members out there who have better skills and more
modern ideas about the production of such a journal as Sudan
Studies than someone in their mid-8Os. So, please contact our
Chairperson, Gill Lusk or our Secretary Jane Hogan who looks
a f t e r t h e S u d a n A r c h i v e a t D u r h a m U n i v e r s i t y. ( T h e i r e - m a i l
addresses can be found on our web site). Come on, we need a
volunteer!
We have four main articles in this issue. The first is by Jok Madut
Jok who is Professor of African Studies at Loyola Marymount

University, California and co-founder of the Sudd Institute based in
Juba. This paper is quite moving as it is about the breakup of Sudan
and the consequences for so many ordinary people who have
connections with both Sudan and South Sudan. The next two articles
are concemed with agricultural development. The first by Mark
Jones, Executive Director of the Horn of Africa Business Association
discusses Sudan's agricultural potential and the second by Ahmed
Elzobeir of the University of San Francisco asks about the future of
the small farmer and food security if large enterprises are allowed
to take too much agricultural land. The last of our main articles is by
Douglas Johnson and looks at officers in the campaign to re-occupy
the Sudan culminating in the Battle of Omdurman and their role in
the First World War.
The two last items before SSSUK Notices are book reviews. The first
is by our friend in the UAE, AI I-Iaj Mustafa. The book itself covers
a much wider frame than Sudan, but the Sudan section is of
considerable interest. The other book review, by Zoe Cormack, a
postgraduate student at Durham University, is about the enigmatic
Petherick who was British Consul in the Sudan for many years in
the 19th century.
Please remember that Subscriptions are due

on Ist

January 2014.

In the section entitled SSSUK Notices please note the announcement
of the forthcoming 13th International Conference for Nubian
Studies from 1st to 6tb September 2014.
One final point. The SSSUK Committee is anxious to obtain
members' views on making Sudan Studies available electronically.
If you have any views on this subject or would prefer to receive an
electronic rather than a paper version, please contact Jane Hogan
at |.r.hogan(~durham.ac.uk

Professor Ian Cunnison (1923-2013)
An Appreciation
Any in-depth understanding of the social, economic, political
organizations and systems of livelihood, as well as other forms
of interactive processes among the population of what became
recently referred to as 'tamazuj' (intermingling or transitional)
areas and especially those of the Messiriya Arabs and the Ngok
Dinka, must start with recalling the writings of Professor Ian
Cunnison. In Cunnison's work we have a reflection of a rich and
grounded experience and have a model of analysis with a human
touch of someone who lived with, appreciated and loved the
people among whom he stayed for almost three years. His
description of the annual movements, the role of cattle in the
daily life of the Messiriya and their relations with their
neighbours, especially the Ngok Dinka, and their ability to
compete and peacefully co-exist is an eye opener for
administrators and politicians of today's Sudan. While all this is
summed up in his book Baggara Arabs: Power and the Lineage
in a Sudanese Nomad Tribe (1966), his early article 'The Omda
(Baggara Arab, Sudan)' published in the book edited by Joseph
B. Casagrande titled, In the Company of Man (1960) echoes his
deep feeling of love and respect for the people he lived with and
accompanied during their annual migrations. His vivid
description of the role of Omda Hargas is the best illustration of
the traditional means of leadership and management of the daily
life of an ethnic group.
The legacy of Cunnison expands beyond the above mentioned
studies to the enormous contribution he made to anthropology
and sociology through his translation of seminal works such as
Marcel Mauss's The Gift, as well as his studies in the Luapula
Valley in Northern Rhodesia (present day Zambia). However,
his Sudan contribution shines above all this and Cunnison shall
always be remembered for what he did during the time he spent
in Sudan. After a short break from living with the Baggara and
teaching in Manchester University (1955-1958) he went back to

Sudan in 1959 to establish the Department of Anthropology and
Sociology in the University of Khartoum. Together with a
selected group of colleagues he was able, in the early 1960s, to
lead one of the best departments of its kind in sub-Saharan
Africa that attracted several leading figures in the discipline at
the time.
. ,
Cunnison's contribution extended as well to other activities in
the University of Khartoum and beyond. He took an active role
in promoting scientific thinking in the country, through the
Philosophical Society of Sudan. Between 1962 and 1966 he was
the chief editor of Sudan Notes and Records which is the only
surviving journal since its establishment by the colonial
administration in 1918. After leaving the University of
Khartoum, Cunnison started building the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at the University of Hull where he
offered an opporttmity to many Sudanese students to gain
postgraduate training and obtain their PhD degrees in
anthropology and sociology. He was back in Sudan in 1976 to
spend three months in the Economic and Social Research
Council of the National Council for Research, enriching the type
of research that was geared towards supporting national
development.
For us, the Sudanese in the Department of Anthropology and
Sociology, he was a father, a mentor, a role model and a friend
who shall always be remembered by all who knew him.
Abdel Ghaffar Mohammed Ahmed
[Ian's papers relating to the two Sudan's will be deposited with
the Sudan Archive in Durham University]

Professor John Cloudsley-Thompson
An Appreciation
John was born in May 1921, in what is now Pakistan, and died
on 4th October 2013, aged 92. He had led a very active and
fulfilled life. He was a venturous zoologist who was fascinated
with all kinds of insects and many other forms of wild life. He
served in the Western Desert campaigns during the Second War
and was badly wounded in a tank battle. Perhaps, because of his
upbringing and war service he became fascinated by deserts,
especially the Sahara, where he was in his element. He was
particularly keen on arduous desert trekking which made some
of his compatriots conclude that he was a little mad. He made
his name as a desert specialist in the 1960's at Khartoum
University and as Keeper of the Sudan Natural History Museum.
He was very devoted to his work and whereas many of us who
served in the Sudan took a siesta in the afternoon, especially in
the hot season, John would spend his time conducting
experiments, making observations and writing up his notes in
his small laboratory with its animal enclosure. One of the
reasons for his work in the afternoon, besides his belief that you
should not waste time, was because he became increasingly
interested in the way various kinds of animals and insects kept
cool in the heat of the day. He could be described as more of an
observational naturalist than an experimenter. One of the most
famous of his observations was concerned with how desert
tortoises coped with the heat. He was so devoted to his research
that he spent much of the hot season writing and observing,
when most of his European comrades had headed off to some
cooler clime. It is said that he wrote a book of natural history
every year as well as many papers. There were many anecdotes
about him, especially about his wild adventures in the desert.
Perhaps the most famous was concerned with a crocodile. It had
been very wet and one of his specimens for research had
escaped from its enclosure and caused consternation among the
populace. Inevitably, the police shot it and threatened to

prosecute Cloudsley-Thompson for negligence. He then
threatened to sue the police for destroying a piece of important
research material. Both sides now decided 'to call it a day'.
Another crocodile story relates to the day, when much to his
annoyance, the diary in which he kept some of his working
notes fell into the crocodile pool!
John loved the Sudan and all things Sudanese. He had an
enormous collection of Sudan memorabilia that filled his home
in Britain as well as a vast collection of photographs of northern
Sudan. He returned to London University as Professor of
Zoology after his ten fulfilling years in the Sudan. Though he
worked overseas in many other places including desert areas in
the Americas, the Sahara and in particular the Sudan was most
deeply loved by him. When you met him his eyes lit up if you
started to reminisce about the Sudan. He became President or
Chairman of so many naturalist societies. He was also a member
of the Desert Club which held a dinner every year. He loved this
event and attended almost every year into his 90s.
John Cloudsley Thompson was an inspiration to many Sudanese
naturalists with his dynamism, his courtesy and his good
humour.
Jack Davies.

IBRAHIM EL-SALAHI
STORIES AND OTHER NICE THINGS
Aziz E1 Nur
The summer of 2013 saw a retrospective of Ibrahim E1-Salahi's
art at the Tate Modem covering over sixty years of his lifetime's
work. Seven large rooms held over 100 pieces. The museum
said that was only about one third of what was available to
choose from. The number of pieces they exhibited was restricted
only by the gallery space. The exhibition was called: "lbrahim
E1-Salahi- A visionary modernist". It was the first retrospective
at the Tate Modem dedicated to an African modernist. The work
included paintings, drawings, calligraphy and writing, It showed
a combination of African, Arab and Islamic visual sources with
Western Styles. But, as the Curator of the show Elvira Dyangani
Ose said, "lbrahim El-Salahi's works show his great intellectual
depth, a meticulous artist, but above all his work shows what a
great storyteller he is ".
To most Sudanese between the ages of around 40 to 100 years
old E1-Salahi as an artist and through his art is the story of any
connection we might have with the visual arts.
A few years ago E1-Salahi came to the Sudanese Supplementary
School in London to give an informal talk. He started off saying
that he had not really prepared anything, but would like to talk
in general about artists in Sudan at the time when he was young
boy. He said 'artists' were mainly singers and musicians. They
were treated as a lower class. Their main source of livelihood
came from performing at weddings. A wedding celebration
would last a whole month and the singer and his group would
live at the wedding house (the bride's home). They would get up
in the morning, clean the yard, slaughter the sheep, wash and
iron the household and their guests' clothes and then perform in
the evenings.

Quite some years before, while we were still in Secondary
School, the Arabic Society invited E1-Salahi to give a talk and
slide show about his work. We, as students who had no idea
about 'art', a subject not included in the curriculum, considered
it a waste of time. So, we all thought "Artist?" here comes the
guy who splashes paint everywhere. But he came with hundreds
of slides of "proper" landscape paintings done along the Red Sea
Coast. We came away overwhelmed and fully converted by the
experience. The current exhibition seems to have brought back
the same fond memory to a number of my classmates.
E1-Salahi himself seems to have overcome all the odds to
become an artist not least due to his immense talent, but as he
himself points out due to his good fortune in meeting teachers
who encouraged him to develop his talent and also his father's
support in so doing.
At the SSSUK annual meeting a couple of years ago E1-Salahi
gave a slide show about his work. At the end, an English lady
sitting in the row in front of me, turned around and said: '7 don't
know why because there is no reason to, but I can't stop crying".
Then, of course he had his own weekly television show, first
with "Maa El Naas" (With the People) and then "Beit El Jack"
~he House that Jack BuilO. This was no easy feat considering
that the whole daily schedule at that time was four hours and
consisted mainly of foreign material. These were programmes
with a lot of interaction with diverse people in society and
addressing various cutting edge social topics. At the end of one
programme he announced that the next week he would be
discussing the subject of 'prostitution'. Unsurprisingly, there
was no next week and E1-Salahi never appeared on our screens
again.
Today, art and artists in Sudan have come a long way from the
time of E1-Salahi's childhood. Singers now look down on others
in society, although apart from a small local and exciting

underground rap scene commenting on current issues,
mainstream singers make their living churning out songs written
at or even before E1-Salahi's childhood. Now it's in the visual
arts that there is a very active and vibrant scene in Sudan.
So, what did the Tate exhibition show and what did it remind us
of?. It included portraits from the early days at Art School in
Khartoum, simple as was life at the time and portraits such as
'Eve' from his time at the Slade School of Fine Art with a more
western influence. Post Slade works included abstracts such as
'The Funeral and the Crescent' depicting the death of Patrice
Lumumba and 'Struggle against Apartheid' reflecting the Pan
African movement and the South African situation in the late
sixties respectively. These works and others such as 'Reborn
Sounds of Childhood Dreams' and 'Self Portrait of Suffering'
show a return to the local environment as E1-Salahi travelled the
country looking for inspiration in the diverse components of the
arts and culture and trying to make sense of where Sudan had
come from and where it was heading.
Calligraphy and Islamic symbols such as the writing slate and
crescent etc and African symbols such as face masks started to
become integral trademark parts of his compositions. These
works were created using different materials, inks, pencil, paint,
enamel, charcoal on paper and canvas.
The period following this from the mid-seventies shows a much
more sedate and sombre and less colourful collection due to a
period of enforced self-imposed exile from Sudan. The latest
period, covering the last fifteen years or so shows a much more
optimistic collection, a kind of acceptance of the reality of his
and the country's situation. This period on its own without the
nostalgia shows the culmination of all the influences and
experiences he came across. They reflect the depth of his insight
and his understanding of these experiences that translate into the
true genius of modern art.

A lot of the works are deliberately "Untitled". E1-Salahi says the
ones with titles were due more to people asking him the name of
the piece rather than him wanting to give them one. He says that
in the end he was inclined to again refrain from naming the
pieces as much as possible. This I found very engaging, as it
meant that like reading a book or listening to a song, you can
have your own movie or video clip to imagine what is going on
rather than someone showing you their interpretation.
In September 1975 at the crack of dawn armed soldiers came
round to the Ministry of Information in Khartoum where E1Salahi was Deputy under Secretary. Even at that early hour he
was already at work. The soldiers wanted microphones and
speakers. They had just started a military coup attempt. Ibrahim
was in no position to refuse their request. The coup failed a few
hours later. Unfortunately, its leader was Ibrahim's cousin. Apart
from his cousin who was executed, E1-Salahi probably came off
worse than anyone else, especially since he had no connection
with the movement. He was imprisoned for months and then left
the country to live in exile.
In the late seventies Ex-President Nimeiry visited Qatar where
E1-Salahi was working at the time. The Qatari ruler at the time
asked Nimeiry if he could request a favour. It was to allow E1Salahi to visit his family in Sudan. Nimeiry promised him that
he would grant the favour and more. A few months later at one
of the regular ministerial reshuffles that Nimeiry was famous for
during his rule, one of the names came as a surprise to the aides
at the Palace, but everyone was too scared of saying anything.
After the swearing in ceremony, the President came up to his
aides and asked them whether the person that he had just swom
in as Minister of Information was not the TV news reader. 'Yes ',
they said, 'as per your instructions that was Khogali Saliheen ".
'No, No, No' shouts Nimeiry 'I meant the painter, the one with
the beard'.
In 2013 Nimeiry, long gone, is just a bad memory. Meantime,

Ibrahim E1-Salahi is president of the SSSUK and appearing at a
retrospective solo exhibition of his life's work at the Tate
Modem. Good always overcomes.

IBRAHIM EL SALAHI
AT T H E TAT E M O D E R N ,
JULY-SEPTEMBER, 2013
Adrian Thomas
This was a really significant exhibition. Partly because it was
the first major retrospective at the Tate Modem devoted to a
modem African artist. Clearly Ibrahim E1 Salahi can be seen as
representative of Africa, but I would argue that the exhibition
was equally important in highlighting his own individual vision.
The exhibition was a large one, with seven spacious galleries at
the Tate Modem. There was plenty of room to appreciate the
bigger paintings, but the smaller works were skilfully displayed
so also had plenty of impact.
This was a true retrospective, demonstrating how our
President's work has developed over a lifetime, and been
moulded by various influences. At the same time, it showed how
some of his preoccupations and values have remained the same.
After training as an artist in Khartoum, Ibrahim came to Britain
to study at the Slade School in 1954, just before Sudan became
independent. The earliest works in the exhibition dated back to
that time, and the most recent were produced last year, so the
exhibition covers his entire career, which has now lasted nearly
sixty years.
The early works that Ibrahim did at the Slade showed that he is
a very competent draughtsman, well able to produce good
representational art: there were some fine portraits on display.
However, as he has vividly described, there was little demand in
post-Independence Sudan for the sort of painting he had been
doing, and this led to the first crisis of his career. As a result, he
developed a more abstract, expressive style, which owed more

to his own background. He used the colours of the Sudanese
landscape in large works such as They Always Appear (196668). He also began to produce more abstract works such as
Reborn Sounds of Childhood, drawing on Arabic calligraphy.
At the same time Ibrahim E1 Salahi developed relations with
other African artists, and spent some time in Nigeria. The
souvenir case at the exhibition was a fascinating reminder of
that time, and of the creativity released by the independence
movement in Africa, when so much seemed possible.
By the 1970s Ibrahim had produced a significant body of work,
and had a senior post in the Ministry of Information in
Khartoum. That period of modest success was shattered when he
was suddenly thrown into prison. His spell of confinement
affected him deeply, and afterwards he moved to live and work
in the Gulf. That was a safer existence, but not always a very
satisfying one, as his 1990s Visual Diary of a Time-Waste
Palace, a series that developed from his experience of waiting
outside offices, vividly showed.
The final galleries were devoted to Ibrahim's current work. The
largely abstract Tree series was colourful but calm and balanced.
It suggested that the artist had achieved a sense of peace and
satisfaction. But that was not his only current style: his flamenco
paintings continued his interest in rhythm and movement, and
the merging of cultures.
The exhibition was still attracting attention when I visited in
September. The experience was an eye-opener. I knew of course
that our President is a well-known and accomplished artist, but I
had no idea of the full impact of his work. It was very
impressive to see how he has persisted in his struggle to find a
distinctive voice. Along the way he has faced difficulties and
challenges most of us would have buckled under. But his quiet
dignity and faith in himself have enabled him to succeed whilst
maintaining his core values.

Throughout the exhibition one could see the same qualities of
modesty and dignity, with a quiet humour alongside a deep
seriousness of purpose and a mystical awareness. These have
enabled him to create an international art which reflects
universal feelings, connects us all and helps us to understand
each other better.
I hope that many SSSUK members were able to see the
exhibition. It was very gratifying to see our President receiving
so much attention. It has taken him a long time to get the
recognition he deserves. We are grateful that he found the time
during a very busy period in his life to spend the whole of 5th
October with us at the AGM/Symposium, and to give us some
insights into his work. It was fascinating to learn why he enjoys
working in black and white, how he often starts a painting with
no idea how it is going to tum out, and the reasons for his
dislike of titles.
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t h e Ta t e M o d e m f o r m o u n t i n g t h i s
exhibition.

THE RETROSPECTIVE WORKS
O F I B R A H I N E L S A L A H I : A V I S I O N A RY M O D E R N I S T
AT T H E TAT E M O D E R N 3 J U LY TO 2 2 S E P T E M B E R
2013 IMPRESSIONS OF AN EXHIBITION
Ena Dawson
One of the pleasures of being a retired person is being able to
dip into various London art galleries. It was at the Tate Modern
that I came across the retrospective exhibition of paintings by
Ibrahim E1 Salahi who after some internet searching, I
discovered was the President of the Sudan Studies Society of the
U.K. Hence this short piece about the exhibition having
contacted the editor of Sudan Studies.
Retrospective exhibitions are fascinating as they show the
development and unfolding of an artist from their early works to
their latest works whilst one moves around the exhibition. This
was so profoundly apparent in this exhibition. The influences of
growing up and studying art in Khartoum, leaving Sudan in
1954 with a scholarship to the Slade in London, returning to
Sudan in 1957 having the post of Minister of Culture, then
serving time as a political prisoner, travelling extensively in the
1960s to regain his traditional roots and finally living in
Oxfordshire, these experiences are all there in his paintings.
Underlying all these physical, geographical experiences, there
lies throughout his paintings a continuous thread of spirituality
and mysticism.
The earthy brown and ochre colours of the Sudan landscape and
Islamic symbols and calligraphy appear in They Always Appear
(1966-68), the haunting Self portrait of Suffering (1961), the
recurring theme of Reborn Sounds of Childhood Dreams 1 and
the Funeral and the Crescent 1963. E1-Salahi's time in prison
had a dramatic effect on the development of his paintings. Paper
was scarce so he used cement casings. He would start with a
nucleus of an idea and expand it into a whole on the individual

casings. He would not know the meaning of his work until it
was completed and often left the paintings untitled, leaving it to
the viewer to their interpretation. One of the most prominent
paintings was The Inevitable (1985 and 1986) which seemed to
embody the rising up of people against oppression and seemed
to have the same effect on the viewer as Picasso's Guernica.
The later paintings are again surprisingly different in form from
the diagrammatic The Tree (2003) series to the energetic fluidity
of the Flamenco Dancers (2012) series. What next?
There is a fusion of Arabic, African, Islamic and European
influences in all his paintings. It was an exhibition of a lesson
for our troubled international times. How the fusion of African,
Arabic, Islamic and Western traditions and spirituality could be
blended into something quite profound and beautiful. Perhaps
this is why the exhibition made such an impression on me as a
member of the public and not an art critic.
Reference: Tate Gallery online.

REPORT ON THE SSSUK ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM, 2013
Peter Woodward
The fourth of October 2013 dawned brightly for another
successful SSSUK Symposium at the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) in London. Once again there was a
good turnout from both South Sudan and Sudan as well as of
those from various other countries who have caught 'Sudanitis',
and during the course of the day there was a full and varied
programme with something for everybody.
One important theme of the morning was that of rural Sudan and
the changes it has been undergoing in recent years. Helen
Young of Tufts University in the US and Saverio Kratil, editor
of the journal Nomadic Peoples, started the subj ect off reporting
on their research conducted in western Sudan concerning
nomadic livelihoods and livestock. It was clear how far nomadic
and semi-nomadic ways of life continue to be of importance,
though under challenge from both environmental and
commercial factors. Detailed research over time of the kind
presented here is clearly crucial if the conflicts of the region,
especially in Darfur, are ever to be addressed. At the opposite
end of the threats to rural communities is what is often referred
to as 'the land grab' being undertaken in Sudan in the name of
large scale commercial farming. Ahmed Elzobier of the
University of San Francisco presented a paper outlining 18
investment projects mainly by Arab and Asian investors
totalling nearly 3.5 million hectares. A major issue here is the
impact such projects have on local communities. Will it lead to
displacement and a poor rural proletariat or new opportunities
for investment and growth in Sudan's neglected rural areas?
( I n t e r e s t i n g l y w e h e a r d f r o m t h e fl o o r t h a t a n u m b e r o f
(allegedly dodgy) similar deals in South Sudan had been
cancelled recently by order of President Kiir!).
A second major theme of the day concemed the preservation of
the record of Sudan's past. Chris Morton from the Pitt Rivers

Museum in Oxford (an extraordinary place not to be missed in
my experience)gave a presentation of its photographs and
manuscripts from the former southern Sudan. Douglas Johnson
later continued that theme by reporting on progress with the
South Sudan National Archive with which he has been involved
for many years, while Jane Hogan from the Sudan Archive in
Durham University spoke about developments in the digitisation
being undertaken there. All three presentations are reminders of
the importance of maintaining the historical record of both
South Sudan and Sudan if the danger of development repeatedly
attempting the re-invention of the wheel is to be avoided - not
least in the rural areas mentioned above.
While there may now be two Sudans, Jok Madut Jok of Loyola
Marymount University, Los Angeles, gave a paper reminding us
all of the continuing links between the two states at a social and
commercial level. For all their political difficulties citizens of
both countries still hold numerous properties across the disputed
border as well as continuing social and kinship ties. Likewise, in
commerce and culture ties also remain, and even when the
border is finally demarcated, it will be in effect a 'soft' border
rather than a rigid division of two distinct nationalities.
Reverting to rural communities in western Sudan in particular,
Wendy James and Douglas Johnson gave a moving appreciation
of Ian Cunnison, the distinguished anthropologist who died
earlier this year. He was one of the leading figures not only in
his own research, especially amongst the Baggara, but also with
the inspiration and leadership he gave to others in the
universities of Khartoum and Hull in particular.
The last session of the day was for me also the highlight. Our
President, Ibrahim E1 Salahi, had welcomed us in the morning
and now reflected on his recent exhibition at the Tate Modem. It
was the first one staged there for a single artist from Africa and I
for one enjoyed it greatly. It was not until I saw it that I realised
how diverse his output has been; and I look forward to going

through the accompanying book. In the meantime, it was
wonderful to hear him talking with characteristic modesty about
his career.
I could not end this brief recollection of a stimulating and
enjoyable day without thanks to the committee members who
worked so hard to make it happen; and to Deya E1 Mardi for
once more supplying an excellent lunch. Also, thanks to our
partner, the Royal African Society, that once more facilitated
our use of the excellent facilities made available by SOAS.
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destruction that accompanied this struggle, tearing apart the
fabric of a country whose leaders were trying to hold onto its
unity and territorial integrity at any cost. At the other end was a
threat of explosion of violent disintegration that would possibly
create a Korea or Pakistan-India style of breakup or worse. So
the two sides found a middle ground in a negotiated process that
culminated in the signing of the CPA, to end the war, establish a
6-year interim period to allow for reconstruction and rebuilding
of trust, after which the people of what was then southern Sudan
would hold a referendum on unity or separation. The negotiators
reasoned that it would be better to have two states living in
peace than one country destroyed by war (Young, 2005 and
Rolandsen, 2011).
However, the separation has thrown up so many challenges for
the two countries, one of which is the relationship between the
governments of the two states and between the people who have
to continue to share many joint spaces in a politically
acrimonious environment. The situation prevailing at the
moment between the two countries does not uphold the spirit
and letter of the CPA. As a political compromise, the CPA was
hinged on one single promise, that there would be an
opportunity to build two viable states living in peace and
harmony with one another, instead of one country torn apart by
violent conflict. But the closure of borders, banning of trade,
restriction of movement of people and services across the
borders, confiscation of property owned by South Sudanese in
Khartoum, issues of nationality and citizenship, dispute over
border towns, and the economic war between the two countries,
starkly deviate from the promise of the CPA (Jooma, 2011).
This paper asks the question as to why a separation that resulted
from a negotiated settlement and was hinged on aspiration for
peace and harmony for both sides has ended up with almost the
opposite, failing to uphold its most popularly priced aim. What
does this mean for the future of relations between the people
who have to live and share the border or the people from one
side who are stranded in the other?

The governments and the people of the two Sudans have a
critical choice to make and need to make it quite quickly, before
the spirit of peaceful separation is compromised under the
weight of immediate challenges. The choice is between allowing
the memories of the violent conflicts to cloud the relations and
making brave decisions to emphasize the stories, experiences of
mutual respect and benefits, and uncovering the invisible
historical, social and economic threads that link the people of
the two countries. Focusing on the former simply means
continued conflict, to the detriment of both, as it would risk
failure of both countries to prosper. Choosing the latter presents
the greatest opportunity for the two peoples to move each other
toward a future of stability, cooperation and prosperity. There is
little disagreement over these facts, but the history of fear,
mistrust and a mindset of win-lose negotiation have blinded the
politicians to these realities (Sidahmed, 2010). The next section
details the consequences of taking the path of acrimony or the
path of cooperation.
A HISTORY OF VIOLENT INTERACTION OR A
FUTURE OF LINKAGES
In South Sudan, there remain fresh memories of war between
north and south, including the counter-insurgency actions of
Sudan's armies in the south, memories of indiscriminate
military activities in South Sudan that seemed to have no
purpose other than to humiliate South Sudanese into submission
and memories of internally displaced persons from South Sudan
who lived in Khartoum during the war and were evicted year
after year from the makeshift homes they kept erecting, pushing
them to the desert edges. People also talk of the destruction of
their livelihoods, of dignity and social fabric nearly eviscerated
by the long history of the Sudanese state's activities in South
Sudan. Structural violence at the hands of the Sudanese state,
exclusion from national resource distribution and cultural and
religious bigotry by some northern Sudanese groups are issues

that South Sudanese consider as part of their lived experience.
In a climate where such memories dominate the narrative of the
relations, how one might weigh the horrific memories of the
liberation wars and the counter-insurgencies of Khartoum on the
one hand and the search for a future of harmonious coexistence
on the other is a crucial question that the Sudanese on both sides
must grapple with. It is challenging to imagine how such
memories may be kept and honoured while the two peoples
search for a strong foundation upon which to base any future
relationship. Are the two Sudanese peoples and their states
going to keep throwing the history of violence into each other's
faces or are they capable of honest search for opportunities for
collaboration between them? Can the Sudanese people manage
to look past these hugely negative experiences in order to move
forward? What will it take to nurse the historical linkages to
primacy over the memories of violence?
The premise upon which the CPA was built, that the two
countries should seek coexistence and develop mutual interests,
had initially given false hope to many Sudanese people on both
sides of the divide, to think that the separation would be smooth,
emphasizing the historical connections between families and
communities, especially those sharing spaces along the new
international borders. In anticipation of independence, the
South Sudanese at home and in the diaspora often confidently
expressed two things that were promised by independence,
namely the end to violence now that the violent armies of what
was an oppressive state will no longer be in South Sudan; and
improved living and economic conditions in their new country
now that the resources, from oil to agricultural land to livestock,
would be exploited exclusively for the development of South
Sudan (Arbetman-Rabinowitz, 2008).
Although there were other issues upon which the momentum for
independence was built, such as the history of slavery, state
violence and the racial discrimination often reportedly
experienced in Northern Sudan by Southerners, the Nuba and all

the non-Arabs of Darfur and Blue Nile regions, it was the first
two, state violence and inequitable distribution of the national
p i e , t h a t h a d f a n n e d t h e l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e a n d fi n a l l y
galvanized the sentiment for independence when the opportunity
presented itself. It was also these southern Sudanese sentiments
and liberation efforts that had prevented nearly everyone in
South Sudan, government officials, civil society activists and
individual citizens, from fully appreciating how negative
Kahartoum's reaction was going to be. Everyone assumed that
the move back to the South would start straightaway without too
many complications, but would nevertheless be a gradual
process supported by the governments of both countries. The
voices from the southern side of the new border spoke of the
need for the two countries to recognize that political transitions
of the kind Sudan has gone through should not disregard the
bonds that had formed between individuals, families and
communities, despite the horrors of war. Such relations were
expected to become the foundations of the two countries' viable
coexistence.
On the northem side of the border, many loud and influential
voices such as the owners and editors of the newspaper, EIIntibaha, to the Just Peace Forum and to a number of other
quarters within the Islamic movement that is ruling Sudan,
exerted tremendous pressure on the government to expel anyone
who "looked" South Sudanese or who supported the
independence of South Sudan. For a number of these Northern
Sudanese, the separation represented their best moment to create
a more perfect homogenous Arab and Islamic state that they
believed the presence of South Sudanese had hindered. They
argue that the state of Sudan should focus on the religious and
cultural identity of the person in assigning rights, such as
nationality, not their birth, length of residence or marriage, as is
the norm in many countries. Furthermore, it seemed that by
campaigning to create more rigid relations between the two
states, they hoped to punish South Sudanese for their decision to
secede. And despite the laments and cries about the country's

breakup, there were also celebrations in Khartoum, as the likes
of A1-Taib Mustafa, President al-Bashir's uncle or Ghazi Salah
el-Deen el-Atabani of the El-lntibaha newspaper and a
prominent figure in the ruling National Congress Party (NCP),2
saw South Sudan's independence as ridding them of the
inconvenience of having to justify the Arab and Islamic identity
of Sudan in the face of such ethnic and religious pluralism in the
country. On the night South Sudan's referendum results were
declared in favour of separation, A1-Taib Mustafa slaughtered a
black bull in a celebratory event marking the end of racial and
religious diversity of SudarL
"We can now breath and develop an Arab and lslamic nation,"
he remarked at the ceremony.3 The irony of some individuals
within the regime talking about punishing South Sudanese for
voting to separate while others celebrated the separation is not
lost. It reveals the lie in the talk about the new North Sudan that
would be more cohesive, homogenous and peaceful, now that
the "South" is gone.
The reaction of the government to the South Sudanese decision
to vote for separation was not merciful and acts of
vindictiveness led to the government of Sudan creating
conditions that threatened the expulsion of South Sudanese from
Sudan, ignoring both the moral and legal understandings that
had been the foundation for the whole transformation. The result
is that hundreds of thousands of Sudanese on both sides are now
without a definite legal status, either because the new laws are
being ignored or because they do not go far enough to protect
many people whose circumstances are tenuous. At the moment,
the situation of all the people whose nationality and citizenship
status is legally undetermined is at the mercy of the political
agreement between the two states. These agreements are
°
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EI-Atabam has, however, recently broken ranks with the party, over the regime's killing ofprotestors
in the autumn 2013 demonstrations against the new economic policies of the NCP. Along with 30 other
NCP leaders, he wrote a petition to President al-Bashir condemning the killing of peaceful
demonstrators, and for this, they have been punished by removal from the party leadership.
3

.

This statement was reported in so many media outlets, including the Citizen and Arabic dailies in
Khartoum.

focused on economic issues, border security and matters of
sovereignty and leave very limited opportunity for the resolution
of the more mundane concerns of ordinary folks, especially
issues of survival for the border populations.
Surprisingly, however, the only thing that was supposed to be
the most important component of that peaceful coexistence
envisioned in the CPA, the social and cultural relations between
the Sudanese people, was now being dismantled through rushed
programmes of retaliation and vindictiveness. On the side of the
Khartoum authorities, there seemed to be a belief that South
Sudanese, after having voted to secede from Sudan, must live
with the consequences of their decision, one of which is to move
out of the Republic of Sudan, regardless of whatever ties they
may have created in the north to land and people.
THE INVISIBLE CONNECTIONS AND THE PROMISE
OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE
All is not lost, however. The Juba side, by declaring that any
Northem Sudanese in the South can register as a legal resident
and eventually become a citizen if they so choose, seems to
suggest that separation should be a gradual process, setting a
good example to build on for a peaceful future between the two
nations. By sorting out residence, movement of people and
return of any confiscated property, the two countries would
provide a platform for conversation about a future of peaceful
co-existence. For the political class, these may seem as minor
issues, but the symbolic gesture of goodwill can go a long way
in assuaging fear and mistrust. When the NCP security people
started seizing South Sudanese property, many people found a
way around this, by handing over their houses to their northern
Sudanese friends to look after until the situation changes. Many
South Sudanese who are now living on public squares in
Khartoum actually own homes, but dare not stay in them, lest
the regime's cronies would confiscate them. Similar informal
arrangements were done in South Sudan, where business owners

simply gave their properties to their trusted associates and
friends. And now some individuals are beginning to trickle back
to where they used to live to check on the status of their
property. These trips could be the start of building new social
networks that might lead to cordial relations between the states.
It is people to people communication that will sort out the
question of residence, not rigid laws that exclude, discriminate
and are poorly implemented.
The viability of the two states also rests on co-operation, not just
between the governments, but more so between the people who
share the border areas. The 2000 km border, Africa's second
longest between any two countries, is home to 10 states on both
sides of the border. It is also the most densely populated and
part of the economic heartlands for both Sudan and South
Sudan. The two countries' ability to live in peace rests on the
people of the border zones being able to travel, trade, move with
their cattle, own property and work wherever their livelihoods
are most convenient for them in this vast territory. The links
between the people in this region and the mutual benefits of
easy social and cultural intercourse will far outweigh the state
drive for rigid borders. Throughout human history, the single
most important factor in formation of communities, states and
societies is population mobility. If people have to move in order
to survive, they will move, state restrictions or not. The sooner
the governments of the two Sudans realize this fact and work
out mechanisms to recognize the importance of movement in the
lives of border populations, the sooner the separation will
become a sustainable transition, not a liability to so many
people. But beyond the border, there are also invisible lines that
connect the people of the two Sudans. Without downplaying the
horrors of war, the atrocities of the Sudanese state, the abuse of
the displaced South Sudanese in the north, and the mistrust that
has built up over the past many decades, which are all very real,
it is still plausible to suggest that the friendships and family
connections that were forged during the South Sudanese
residence in the north can still be used to maintain coexistence,

beyond the official agreements on nationality, cooperation,
freedom of movement and trading links. In fact, it might be
these invisible lines of interconnectedness that will outlast any
agreements between the politicians (Belloni, 2011).
REFERENCES
ARBETMAN-RABINOWITZ, M & JOHNSON, K (2008)
'Power Distribution and Oil in the Sudan: Will the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement Turn the Oil Curse into a
and
Blessing?' International Interactions: Empirical
Theoretical Research in International Relations, 34, (4).
B E L L O N I , R ( 2 0 11 ) ' T h e B i r t h o f S o u t h S u d a n a n d t h e
Challenges of Statebuilding' Ethnopolitics: Formerly Global
Review of Ethnopolitics, 10 (3-4).
CHRISTOPHER, A J (2011) 'Secession and South Sudan: an
African precedent for the future?' South African Geographical
Journal 93 (2).
HULLARIS, A (2012) 'The unanticipated break-up of Sudan:
causes and consequences of redrawing international
boundaries." Commonwealth & Comparative Polities, 50 (3).
JOOMA, M B (May 2011) Sudan: Eighteen Months After the
CPA, a Situation Analysis. Pretoria: Institute for Security
Studies.
R O L A N D S E N , O ( 2 0 11 ) ' A q u i c k F i x ? A R e t r o s p e c t i v e
Analysis of the Sudan Comprehensive Peace Agreement.'
Review of African Political Economy, 38 (130).
SIDAHMED, A (2010) 'Institutional reform and political party
engagement: Challenges to democratic transformation in postCPA Sudan.' International Journal of African Renaissance
Studies - Multi-, Inter- and Transdisciplinarity, 5 (1).
YOUNG, J (2005) 'Sudan: A Flawed Peace Agreement Leading
to a Flawed Peace.' Review of African Political Economy, 32
(103).

SUDAN'S AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL:
S T I L L O N LY PA R T I A L LY R E A L I S E D
Mark Jones
In a diary entry written at Wad Medani on 18th January 1952
Tom Driberg (1905-1976) wrote: "Economically and socially,
the most hopeful phenomenon - both in actual achievement and
as a model to the Sudan and the world- is the famous Gezira
irrigation scheme, an hour or two south-east of Khartoum, with
headquarters at Wad Medani: 'an African T. KA. ', it has been
called.
I was fortunate enough to get a lift to the Gezira in a pestcontrol 'plane; so that from the air I got a vivid impression,
which I could not have got from the dead-flat, dusty desert
roads, of the scheme's vast extent and mathematically precise
planning.
It is a million acres big. On each side of us, for as far as I could
see, stretched an intricate network of major and minor canals
and distributaries, three thousand two hundred and twenty-four
miles of them, gleaming as straight as railway lines till they
vanished on the horizon, fertilising some twenty-eight thousand
holdings of cotton and food crops.
The Gezira scheme dates from 1925. It was nationalised last
year. It is a partnership between Government, tenants, and
Board: they get, respectively, forty, forty, and twenty per cent of
the profits. Last year, cotton prices being what they were, the
tenants drew some £700 each - a princely income in relation to
the average standards of living in the Sudan. "' (1)
For an evocative glimpse into the transformation of the period of
the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium, the documentary They
Planted
a
Stone
makes
fascinating
reading:
http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/node/1022. In the 60 years or so
since this entry was written Sudan has undergone enormous

political change, yet remains a country full of particular promise
in regard to agriculture. The expansion of the Roseires Dam (its
length has been increased from 13km' to 25km) has boosted
power supply and enabled yet more fertile soil to be irrigated
and thus brought into production. Of the estimated 2 million
hectares of irrigated land, approximately half comprises land
managed as part of the Gezira scheme (http://gezira-~
scheme.com/)
Foreign investment primarily from Arab and Chinese concerns
is beginning to have an impact in a country that is readjusting
after having to part with the oil-rich South. Lebanese-based
GLB Invest SAL has recently rented 35,000 hectares to the
north of Khartoum with the aim of producing 40,000, building
up to 750,000 tons p.a. of animal feed by 2019. Local
companies such as Dal Group (www.dalgroup) are doing good
business and are capable of producing quality products and
services. That said, there is anecdotal evidence that local
f'mancial mechanisms are somewhat lacking in understanding of
the particular needs of those wishing to be successful in
farming.(2)
The agricultural sector still tends to rely on rainfed farming,
lacks seed banks, and is in need of innovation and
mechanisation. That said, for those prepared to commit to the
country, returns can be healthy. Yet still Sudan remains off the
investment radar, largely for the following reasons:
1. Sudan's problematic relationship with the United States
of America.
Currently the US imposes its own unilateral sanctions and
as a consequence some potential investors in Sudan shy
away for fear of being black-listed in the US.
2 . The continuation of tension between Sudan and South
Sudan.
The border regions have been a source of periodic flareups, a matter not helped by the mega-phone diplomacy

undertaken by leaders from both countries. Away from
disputed areas both respective countries are relatively
peaceful, though recently there has been some worrying
internal dissension in South Sudan.
The absence of media coverage and reliable data.
Sudan's cultural and commercial life is largely ignored by
the international media and consequently there is a
paucity of information that encourages an interest in the
country. Coverage, such as it is, has largely been shaped
by what has been going on in the past with reference to
Darfur and troubles in the South. This has caused both
Sudans to be seen in a rather jaundiced light. For
potential investors there is the added problem that
compared with other markets in the region there is a lack
of information available online in English (whilst English
is used, Arabic tends to predominate).
Restrictions on the repatriation of profits.
In its quest to manage its economy Sudan's controls in
regard to profits have proved an obstacle to some foreign
investment.
A lack of foreign visitors.
Sudan is sadly overlooked, and as such, Westemers in
particular, know next to nothing of the commercial
climate or of the array of opportunities that are available.
Sudan's current enigmatic status is unfortunate for its people,
the region and for the wider world. Two years on from having
been shorn of South Sudan and most importantly its precious oil
fields, Sudan is trying to readjust, whilst the world around it
changes. The blow caused by the loss of oil revenues has been
somewhat cushioned by the discovery of a number of extensive
gold deposits. Such has been the hypnotic effect of oil and gold
that successive administrations in Khartoum have been guilty of
neglecting the agricultural sector, which, after all is the mainstay
of the economy and by far the largest employer. Whilst some

economic progress is evident, it is clear that increasingly Sudan
appears to be a Sisyphus State - progress is both slow and
laborious, and just when it seems to. be surmounting its
challenges things slip back to where they were. Foreign
investors remain wary, not only because the current situation in
Sudan remains full of uncertainty, but also because they fear
incurring the wrath of the United States of America.0) It is~
deeply regrettable that the US appears to act as if its own
unilateral sanctions against Sudan apply to anyone prepared to
consider investing even in the most innocuous of business
ventures. Sudan is ripe for investment in a variety of sectors,
but a combination of factors look set to scare all but the bravest
of investors - for the time being at least. Rather than ostracising
or ignoring Sudan, it is time to engage in a measured and
constructive manner, and who knows, maybe surprising and
positive things will result.
The frequent droughts that so often devastate both the Horn and
the Greater Horn of Africa are likely to have a long term impact.
Pastoral and semi-pastoral communities have seen their lives
blighted, with livestock decimated as many traditional watering
holes have long since dried up. The hand-dug wells and deep
wells along with various water cisterns are largely empty or
seriously depleted. Matters have been made worse by the loss of
groundcover, especially trees which have been cut down for the
production of charcoal for cooking. The destruction of trees and
over grazing of vegetation has resulted in the erosion of top-soil
and thus the further impoverishment of the landscape.
Desertification has increased and it is evident that there is a
desperate need for a national tree and shrub planting strategy, as
well as a concerted effort to construct natural windbreaks and
shelter breaks. In countries such as Sudan drought, deforestation
as well as the disruption of traditional nomadic trekking routes
have been devastating, as pastoralists and semi-pastoralists have
been forced to drift into urban areas. Whilst the country has the
potential to be a net exporter of food, under investment,
inadequate research and development along with on-going

political tensions have increased the likelihood of chronic
drought and food insecurity.
The Sudanese and neighbouring peoples are no strangers to
hardship and are invariably stoical in the face of privation and
drought. Whilst such stoicism is admirable in many ways, a
welter of scientific and demographic data indicate that the
problem of water shortage is likely to get considerably worse in
the coming years and, if further humanitarian and environmental
disasters are to be averted, there needs to be co-ordinated
planning at every level. Sudan's geography beyond the
floodplains of the Blue and White Niles means that water is
invariably going to be scarce and yet with proper planning there
is no reason why the country cannot put itself in a better position
to harvest and manage water more effectively. Greater emphasis
on equipping ministers, civil servants and regional officials with
regard to project execution and management could help make a
substantial contribution towards improving the climate for
investment.
The challenges the country faces are considerable as the water
issue is one that impacts on rural, urban and peri-urban
communities. When rains do fall there is invariably flooding and
fatalities due to the fact that dwellings have been built on or near
river beds or on low lying land. The urban and peri-urban poor
bear the brtmt of such flooding. To date the civic authorities
have failed to address the root causes of such flooding namely:
the destruction of rural and urban vegetation; poor water
management; and inadequate housing provision for the poor.
Vegetation plays an important part in helping reduce the risk of
flooding and yet trees and shrubs are disappearing at an
alarming rate throughout Sudan. The destruction of trees and
over grazing of vegetation has resulted in the erosion of top-soil
and thus the further impoverishment of the landscape. Water
being so essential, it is regrettable that neither the Mayor of
Khartoum nor figures in comparable cities and towns elsewhere
in Sudan have seen fit to ensure that they signed up for the
Istanbul Water Consensus. More effective water harvesting and

management is going to be integral to progress across all aspects
of agriculture. Whilst efforts are being made to conserve and
optimise water resources these still appear to lack an effective
co-ordinated approach. The gravity of the water situation begs
the question as to whether the existing Ministry portfolios
require some form of reappraisal and reorganisation.
It would be both churlish and quite wrong to suggest that the
agricultural sector is without success stories. Export activity is
taking place with Sudanese sorghum being sold regionally to
countries such as Eritrea and Saudi Arabia and further afield to
countries in Europe as well as Japan. Products such as livestock,
sesame seed, gum Arabic and various grades of cotton find their
way onto the international market. Population growth coupled
with the continued move to urban areas across the continent
means that the demand for foodstuffs is rising year on year with
certain organic products fetching a premium on the international
market. Capacity building is also another important dimension
for the agricultural sector and thus it has been heartening to see
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (J/CA) giving
overseas training to over 70 Sudanese agricultural engineers, as
well as providing seeds along with planting and milling
equipment.~4) Such assistance should go some way to helping
improve the productivity of the land.
To the outsider much of Sudan's arid and semi-arid landscape
appears as hostile to any form of farming as is a lunar landscape;
this could not be further from the truth. The Sudanese have a
wealth of knowledge and regional expertise that means that
under normal circumstances they are well placed to maximise
the land's potential. A case in point is that of apiculture (bee
keeping), something which has long been integral to the lives of
rural communities. The honey bee and the fruits of its labours
have been appreciated from time immemorial; it even has its
own Sura (Sura an-Nahl) in the Qu'ran 16:68:
"And your Lord taught the honey bee to build its cells in hills,
on trees, and in (men's) habitations, and find with skills the

spacious paths of its Lord there issues from within their bodies a
drink of varying colours, wherein is healing for men: verily in
this is a sign for those who give thought" "
Honey is famed the world over for its medicinal properties and
apiculture yields other valuable products such as royal jelly (a
natural anti-inflammatory that also acts as a bactericide as well
helping to lower cholesterol) and beeswax (ideal for making
candles, body creams and shoe polish). The British NGO Bees
for Development (www.beesfordevelopment.org) has calculated
that honey accounts for between 4-5% of the income of farming
communities across the region. Such a valuable crop deserves
more widespread support and recognition. The quality of this
product is such that with proper packaging and marketing it
c o u l d e a s i l y fi n d i t s e l f o n t h e s h e l v e s o f p r e m i u m f o o d
emporiums internationally, thus generating valuable foreign
currency for the economy as well as helping enhance and raise
awareness of 'Brand Sudan'.
In common with other aspects of agriculture, frequent droughts
and general land degradation have hit honey productivity. Let us
not forget that bees play a vital role in the pollination process.
Many of the flowers, shrubs and trees that prove most attractive
to bees are being lost to drought and to the perpetual quest for
charcoal and grazing. Sudan is remarkably bio-diverse, but its
rich flora and fauna is now under constant threat. If apiculture is
to be maintained, consolidated and further developed there has
to be strategy that sees the establishment of 'vegetation
corridors' and 'vegetation oases'; these not only become a
haven for bees, but help support a range of other insects, birdlife
and other wildlife.
The Sudanese Government must now not only champion
beekeeping as a way of sustaining rural communities, it would
do well to ensure that it encourages sustainable urban
agriculture too. When it comes to 'Urban Agriculture', the
undisputed capital in this regard is Cuba, where the inhabitants
of Havana have learnt to capitalise on a rich farming heritage

that has yielded remarkable economic, physical and
psychological benefits. I have no doubt that the Sudanese can be
just an ingenious as their Cuban counterparts, but to date
municipalities have failed to take the lead and provide suitable
encouragement. Such topics as 'Urban Agriculture', along with
'Permaculture' are essential areas for research and instruction
for specialists in food and farming at the country's universities
and will require sustained investment in research and
development. The establishment of a national programme as
well as seed banks will help protect bio-diversity, as well as
research into the development of drought and disease resistant
strains. Greater emphasis on crops such as orange fleshed sweet
potatoes (OFSP) could also provide additional revenues as well
a s h e l p i n g t o a l l e v i a t e Vi t a m i n A d e fi c i e n c y ( VA D ) . T h e
livestock sector, especially with regard to animals such as desert
sheep breeds, (hamari) remains buoyant, though it would benefit
from greater co-ordination and improved animal husbandry
techniques. A recent study entitled, Desert Sheep in Kordofan
Area - Sudan: Production and Marketing (5~ helps to elucidate
some of the production costs faced by those operating in the
field of livestock production, for example: drinking water, salt,
labour, animal feed, veterinary care and medicines, taxes etc.
No country can afford to ignore innovations and initiatives
undertaken elsewhere. Sudan's agricultural sector from
production, processing, packaging and trading could draw
considerable inspiration from what is taking place regionally.
Ethiopia, a country that shares many of the challenges Sudan
faces, certainly has some examples worthy of examination. Few
developments in modem Ethiopia encapsulate the change that
has taken place since the mid-1980s quite like the Ethiopian
Commodity Exchange (ECX). Founded in 2008 by the
charismatic and determined Dr Eleni Gebre Medhin, the ECX
has transformed the way many commodities are traded and
improved the economic prospects of many of those in growing
crops such as coffee, haricot beans, maize and the famed
Ethiopian white sesame seed. So inspirational has been its
example that at least a dozen other African countries are looking
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Sondos Agricultural Project that was
has
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"The Kenana 2020 Vision under implementation is expected to
take the Company to the next level of worldwide conglomerate
which shall include an Export Terminal at Port Sudan, new
Sugar Refinery and creation of new subsidiaries and investment
opportunities. Kenana is also leading a national role by
presenting a National Grand Sugar Plan which shall make
Sudan one of the biggest sugar producers and exporters in the
world. 7
This gives a flavour of why Sudan deserves to be on the
corporate radar for many of the right reasons. That said, still
much remains to be done, especially in regard to branding as
well as research and development. Whilst there is considerable
potential, confidence and stability are essential. One only needs
to look at the ramifications of the recent reduction in local sugar
subsidies to see how problematic things can be.
Over the past forty years or so economic disparities have
exacerbated problems and have caused some of those best
placed to help the country maximise its potential to seek
opportunities elsewhere. Haga Abdelrahman and Nadia Yusuf's
timely academic research paper entitled, Impact of Brain Drain
Emigration on the Economic Development in Sudan 1973-2005
amply elucidates the scale of the haemorrhaging of talent. Their
results and recommendations are extremely pertinent to all
sectors and to the management of the economy as a whole:
"The effect of emigration on the economy is indeed great as
such emigration makes it unable to manage effectively its
natural and human resources because the country loses
subsequently the cream of its professionals and skilful
manpower, an act that causes an acute shortage in many
technical and professional skills. This will naturally lead to
misuse and exhaustion of resources.
Despite the increase of the emigration rates abroad, we notice
that the government did not benefit much from the emigrants'
transfers due to its failure in following a responsible policy that

attracts such savings and utilizes the hard currency made
available in reviving and developing the country's economy in a
sustainable manner. Therefore, it is observed .that most of the
emigrants' transfers are directed to purchasing real estate and
residential plots at the expense of investment in productive
sectors, as 80 per cent of the sample members were able to
construct houses and purchase residential and agricultural
plots. This matter supports the assumption that investment
opportunities in Sudan in productive fields decrease among
emigrants, most of whom prefer investment in guaranteed and
vapid return fields, in addition to the lack of information on
viable and profitable investment opportunities.
The study recommended that it is essential to limit as far as
possible the emigration of qualified professional personnel,
especially through promulgation of laws that regulate
emigration and increase with possible means its proceeds as
well as guarantee the return of highly qualified personnel to
S u d a n v i a r e - c o n s i d e r i n g t h e s a l a r y l a d d e r, r e n d e r i n g
encouragement incentives, taxes and customs facilities, as well
as providing of security, job opportunities and better living
conditions as well as improving social environment such as
education and health through re-considering general and higher
educational system and improving it to suit the labour market
and meet the requirements of economic development." (6~
The Horn of Africa Business Association (HABA), as part of its
ongoing investigation into how countries can make themselves
more attractive to potential investors, has discovered that the
following are on-going priorities/concerns in regard to Sudan:
a) Greater availability of up to date and impartial sector
specific data both online and at embassies and consulates.
b) A central online hub for all investment related matters with
contact details.
c) Availability of all materials in the English language.

d) A 'one-stop' shop for the establishment and appropriate
accreditation/certification of business along the lines of the
one that exists in Kigali, Rwanda.
e) Greater emphasis on providing information on business
and investment opporttmities outside of Khartoum and
Omdurman.
f) Prompt and thorough response to investment enquiries.
g) Negative perceptions with regard to corruption (a point
underscored by the UK Trade & Investment).
h) Inflationary pressures.(7)
Sudan like all mature nations will be required to leam lessons
from elsewhere, but ultimately it will survive and prosper if it
leams to fully harness the resourcefulness of its people in times
of trial and tribulation. Just as the honey bee is industrious and
has a sense of the communal good, I am confident that the
Sudanese will rise to the challenge that faces them and adapt
accordingly.
Livestock (1000 head, year ending September)
Livestock
2008
Horses*
26
Asses*
751
Cattle
41,400
Camels
4,400
Sheep
51,100
Chickens
41,502
Source : FAO
*FAO estimate

2009
26
751
41,563
4,521
51,555
42,500"

2010
26
751
41,727
4,654
52,014
43,000

Livestock products (1000 metric tons)
Livestock
products
Cattle meat
Sheep meat

2008

2009

2010

1,369
332

1,442
335

1,505
349

Goat meat
Chicken meat
Cows' milk
Sheep' s milk
Goats' milk
Hens' eggs*
Wool, greasy*
Source : FAO
*FAO estimate

54
53

55
55

56
55

Agriculture (Principal Crops in 1000 metric tons)
Crops
Wheat
Rice, paddy
Maize
Sorghum
Potatoes
Cassava*
Yams*
Sugar cane
Beans (dry)
Broad beans &
horse beans

2008
587
30

2009
642
23

2010
403
23

284
10
148
7,453
17
140

301
11
154
7,527
12
113

315
14
193
7,527
16"
152

Groundnuts
with shells
Sunflower
seeds
Sesame seeds
Melon seeds*
Seed cotton
Tomatoes
Pumpkins,
squash and
gourds
Aubergines

716

942

763

100

247

200

350
52
107
453

318
69
169
480

248
52
136"
504

(dry)

Onions (dry)*
Garlic
Canteloups
(including other
melons)
Watermelons
Dates
Oranges*
Lemons and
limes*
Grapefruits and
pomelos*
Guavas,
mangoes &
mangosteen
Bananas
Source :FAO
*FAO estimate
1.

73
38
22

63
25
23

68
27
24

107
339
19
67

128
422
21
80

112
431
21
71

63

66

54

183

186

197

84

89

85
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'LAND GRAB' AND FOOD INSECURITY IN SUDAN
Ahmed Elzobeir - ,
This paper examines land grabbing in Sudan, and its implications for
small farmers and food security. The paper is divided into four parts.
First, the concept of land grabbing is explained, citing Current
literature addressing this recent phenomenon. Secondly, comes the
historical background of Sudan's land tenure policy and recent
economic indicators. Third, while there is very limited data, and most
of the land deals in Sudan are top secret, the available data from
multiple sources, such as government official statements, agrobusiness's data, and international NGO reports (OXFAM, World
Bank, FAO) is presented. The fourth part addresses the implications
of "land grabbing" on small farmers in Sudan.
As is commonly understood now, the food crisis in 2008 was a
catalyst for the sudden rush for land acquisition in the developing
world. Abebe (2012) notes that the primary factors behind this
phenomenon, in recent years, have been the threat to global food
security and the steady increase in the price of food globally. Bello
and Baviera (2010) note that there are complex and multiple factors
which have led to the recent increases in food prices: failures in the
agriculture sector in poor countries; decrease in food supply due to
increases in food demand in China and India; speculation in
commodity futures; investment in agro fuels (corn and sugarcane);
climate change and conversion of farm land to real estate.1 Cotula et
al. (2009) also observes that with the food crisis the majority of the
world's remaining cultivable land lies in developing countries.
W H AT I S " L A N D G R A B B I N G " ?
According to the Oxfam report Our Land our Lives in October, 20122,
a large-scale land acquisition can be defined "as the acquisition of any
1 Agriculture and food in crisis: Conflict, resistance, and renewal (2010). New York: Monthly Review Press,
2010. (pp.34-35).
20XFAM report, 2012: 'OUR LAND, OUR LIVES' Time out on the global land rush
http ://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/bn-land_lives. freeze_041012-en=l .pdf
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IMF research has shown that most of the land
poorest countries with the weakest protection
Sudan possesses all the ingredients for shady
weak economy, corrupt elites and poor
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The primary and
scarce and often of
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Based on data colh
Egypt, Philippines,
Arab Emirates and
Sudan (see
January 2012).
land acquisitions in

data on land acquisitions in Sudan is
reliability. This means that evidence and
the study need to be treated with caution.
GRAIN, countries like Brazil, China,
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, the United
heavily in agriculture projects in
data compiled by GRAIN as of
some examples of these investments and

Saudi Arabian "
domestic food
down its wheataquifers (Fisher, 20
2010, Foras, a
State for the export
hectares in Sudan's
GRAIN, Foras acts
Islamic Conference.
Development Bank,

in Sudan stems from its concem with
the fact that the Kingdom has scaled
in the face of diminishing
zcording to data provided by GRAIN in
Company, acquired lands in Sennar
of cereals. Foras has taken 126,000
State, along the Blue Nile. According to
arm of the Organization of the
and founders are the Islamic
A1 Barakah Group, the Saudi Bin Laden
of Kuwait and Nasser

Sudan's Nile province. Investors in Nadec include the A1-Rajhi family
and the Saudi Ministry of Finance's Public Investment Fund.
In 1998 Jordan signed an agricultural protocol with the Sudanese
government entitling Jordan to utilize 25,000 hectares of land on the
banks of the Nile. Under the scheme, Jordan was entitled to grow
essential cereals and other crops including animal fodder and to rear
livestock.23
United Arab Emirates: The UAE has farms in several Sudanese
provinces, including a 40,000-feddan (16,800 ha) farm where wheat
and corn are grown.24
Egypt: Citadel Capital is Egypt's largest private equity company. In
2007 it launched the Wafra Fund to invest in agriculture in Sudan. In
Sudan, the fund has since acquired a 30-year lease on 106,680
hectares for wheat farming, by way of its subsidiary Sabina, and
25,210 hectares for rice production, by way of another subsidiary, A1Nahda for Integrated Solutions. In 2010, Reuters reported that Egypt
and Sudan had signed a deal giving the Government of Egypt access
to 400,000 hectares of land within the A1 Gezira project in Sudan for
it to offer to private companies. In March 2011, AFP reported that
Sudanese officials had confirmed that 17,000 hectares of land in the
White Nile State had been allocated to Egypt for a project to produce
meat.
R E A C T I O N O F S M A L L FA R M E R S
Farmers and human rights activists across Sudan expressed their
objection to these secret land deals; some of them led public protests
against the government policy. For example, in Sennar State the
Security authorities arrested, on 14 February 2013, 78 small farm
owners who were accusing the government of stealing their land and
selling it to foreign investors without their consent, consultation, or
any understandings or respect for their humanity. Local newspapers25,
23 Jordan Times, Agricultural investment in Sudan to resume early 2009, 30 November 2008
24
25

Reuters, FACTBOX: Investing in Africa: Land and agriculture, 7 October 2008
http://www.alrakoba.net/news-action-show-id-87298.htm
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~er, farmers in Sennar say that "This
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',s, Egypt, South Korea, China, Brazil, Djibouti
These companies aim to produce soybeans,
:ar cane, sunflowers, and wheat. (See attached
GRAIN). Most of the farm lands that are now
companies are located along the River Nile,
in six states in Sudan: A1 Gezira, Sennar,
River Nile and Northern States. In these states
fertile agricultural lands with unlimited water
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indicate that there is a rapid pace of land
The government is fast-tracking foreign
to implement "the Arab Food Security
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is that: they are not transparent, but are
iolate human rights; flout the principle of free,
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and local newspapers usually depict these
the country and the people. Ironically, history
due to the multiple conflicts in Sudan, the
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acquisition is not a solution to hunger or
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1898 AND 1914:
OF OMDURMAN
F I R S T W O R L D WA R
Douglas H. Johnson
The Battle of
but with Napol,
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century.
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infantry
lesson would

in 1898 was fought with modem weapons
of cavalry charges and extended firing
casualties were few because the modem
side, and in that respect the battle was
army would experience in the twentieth
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Omdurman was
had a more
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Some sixty-six

just a precursor to the Western Front and
with the First World War because
the former played prominent roles in the latter.
field officers in the Egyptian Army at

Major-General Herbert Horatio Kitchener, Sirdar (Commander-inChief) of the Egyptian Army:
Kitchener was appointed Secretary of State for War on 5 August
1914, the day after war was declared, and set about expanding the
regular army by raising a new force of half a million volunteers,
referred to as the New Army, or Kitchener's Army, or, derisively,
'Kitchener's Mob'. He is best remembered popularly for appearing
on the iconic recruiting poster (later copied, less impressively, in the
US by replacing Kitchener's face with the image of the fictional
Uncle Sam).
Lieutenant Winston L.S. Churchill, 21st Lancers:
Churchill's was perhaps the most meteoric rise from mere Subaltern
in 1898 to First Lord of the Admiralty by 1914. His own account of
the charge of the 21st Lancers at Omdurman is primarily responsible
for ensuring that tactical blunder is popularly remembered as a
g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y. A s F i r s t L o r d o f t h e A d m i r a l t y h e b e g a n t h e
conversion of the Royal Navy from coal-burning to diesel engines,
and started the Royal Naval Air Service. Having been the instigator
of the Dardanelles campaign he resigned his post when it failed and
spent a brief spell on the Western Front before returning to the cabinet
as Minister of Munitions. His was probably the greatest contribution
to the war of all Omdurman veterans after Kitchener.
Lieutenant David Beatty, RN, Second-in-Command of the flotilla of
Nile gunboats:
He was the Commander of the Grand Fleet's Battlecruiser Squadron
at the outbreak of war and won two naval victories at Heligoland
Bight in 1914 and Dogger Bank in 1915. At Jutland in 1916 he is
remembered for having remarked 'There seems to be something
wrong with our bloody ships today' after two battlecruisers blew up.
Promoted to Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet he took the
surrender of the German High Seas Fleet at the end of the war and
later became First Sea Lord.

Captain Dou
The Egyptian C
luring part of
and then
unwarranted
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General-OfficerExpeditionary F,
position of
held until the

Egyptian Cavalry:
)erformed the 21st Lancers at Omdurman,
army off the field at the start of the battle,
help rout them at the end (Churchill's
remarks about his Egyptian rivals is another
have been forgotten). Haig was
the Ist Corps of the British
the battle of Mons in 1914, succeeding to the
of the BEF in 1915, a position he
w a r.

Smith-Dorrien, Officer Commanding the
13th
Smith-Dorrien,
Isandhlwana in
the British
predicted the de
Commanding
Chief of the 2na

the few British survivors of the Battle of
helped train the new Egyptian Army after
If Egypt in 1882. In August 1914 he correctly
impact of the war. He was General-Officer,s at Mons in 1914 and was Commander-inthe BEF at the 2nd Battle of Ypres in 1915,

with much-appreciated courtesy. He was promoted to Major-General
in 1914 and commanded the 18th Division at the 1st Battle of the
Somme in 1918 and the 18th Corps at Passchendaele in 1917. He is
best known, however, for becoming the Inspector General of Training
for the BEF in 1918, introducing new platoon tactics in response to
the realities of modem warfare.
Captain Nevill Maskelyne Smyth, Intelligence Staff'.
He won a Victoria Cross at Omdurman for saving the lives of
journalists, is remembered in parts of Blue Nile State by the name of
'Mis-Mis'2, and learned to fly shortly before the outbreak of World
War One. He commanded the 1st Australian Brigade at Gallipoli as a
temporary Brigadier-General, and the 2nd Australian Division on the
Western Front as Major-General from 1916 to 1918. He overcame
the normal Australian distrust of 'Pommy' officers to settle peacefully
in Australia after the war.
Brevet-Major Bertram R. Mitford, Staff Officer of the Divisional
Staff:
Mitford served with the Egyptian Army on the frontier with Sudan in
the 1880s (extracts from his diaries were later published in Sudan
Notes and Records3). By 1917 he was a Major-General and
Divisional Commander of the 24th Division on the Western Front.
Unlike many divisional commanders he seems to have been popular
among his soldiers and was sympathetically portrayed by Michael
Palin in the BBC play 'The Wipers Times '.
Brevet-Lt.-Colonel Charles Townshend, Officer Commanding the
12th Sudanese Battalion:
Better known as Townshend of Kut: as Major-General he commanded
the 6th Indian Infantry Division in Mesopotamia in 1916 and
surrendered his entire army when besieged by the Turks at Kut, the
most humiliating defeat Britain suffered during the war. He was later
criticised for serving out his captivity in relative luxury and liberty in
2

Wendy James, 'Kwanimpa: The Making of the Uduk People. An Ethnographic Study of Survival in the SudanEthiopian Borderlands (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979): 49n.
3 B.R. Mitford, 'Extracts from the Diary of a Subaltern on the Nile in the Eighties and Nineties', Sudan Notes
andReeords, 18 (1935): 167-93; 19 (1936): 199-231; 20 (1937): 63-89.

Constantinople while his soldiers suffered in Turkish prisoner of war
camps, many dying.
Lieutenant George Frederick Gorringe, Deputy Assistant Adjutant
General, Headquarters Staff:
The army's youngest Major-General in 1911, Gorringe was assigned
to the Indian army and, as commander of the Tigris Corps, had the
unenviable task of trying to relieve Townshend in Kut. Following
Townshend's surrender he was transferred to command of 47th (2nd
London) Territorial Division on the Western Front, where one
Bernard Montgomery served as his last Chief of Staff.
Brevet-Lt.-Colonel John Maxwell, Officer Commanding the 2na
Egyptian Brigade:
Maxwell's post-war reputation is not much better than Townshend's.
As a Lieutenant-General he was General-Officer-Commanding the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force in 1914-15 but was then appointed
General-Officer-Commanding Ireland just after the Easter Rising in
1916. There he was assisted by another Omdurrnan veteran, former
Lt.-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General in the Egyptian Army,
now Brigadier-General, G.W. Hackett-Pain. Maxwell instituted
martial law and the Field General Court Martials after the Easter
Rising, in which several persons were tried in secret, without defence
counsel or jury, and executed, actions that helped increase sympathy
for the Irish nationalists.

There were more incipient generals at Omdurman than in any other
battle in Britain's pre-war imperial history. We can only speculate
what influence, if any, their Sudan experience had on their strategic
thinking and tactical application, as well as on the ultimate outcome
of the Great War.

BOOK REVIEW
Kwarteng, K, The Ghosts of Empire, Britain's Legacies in the
modern world, Bloomsbury, London, 2011.
Much has been written about the rise and fall of the British Empire,
the legacy left behind when the sun set and the curtain was closed on
this huge empire. This book tackles the history of the Empire from a
different point of view. It is an attempt to 'look at it from the point of
view of the rulers, and the administrators who made it possible'. The
approach is not really new in colonial and post-colonial studies.
However, the author's central argument is that those administrators
were given too much power and independence from Whitehall to run
the Empire single handedly with disastrous results in the postindependence era. Stories of arrogant, eccentric men of the Empire
are plenty. New territories were added to the Empire without sanction
from London and then were left for them to run on a whim or with
little interference from the Colonial Office. The other argument in this
book is about the product of the British public school system where
most of these so-called administrators came from. He argues that
men from Eton, Rugby and Oxbridge were the true builders of the
Empire and eventually led to its decline and fall. 'They are both the
heroes and the villains of this story' as he puts it. He is full of praise
for their achievements, but also thinks that their individualism led
them to take decisions that have had great repercussions on postindependence countries in Asia and Africa. The author himself is a
fine product of the British school system. He is a British citizen of
Ghanaian origin; his father was a graduate of Idiadel College of the
then Gold Coast, a school established along the lines of the British
public school system, who emigrated to Britain where the young
Kwasi was educated at Eton and earned a PhD from Oxford and was
selected as the Tory candidate for the safe seat of Spelthome in 2010,
which he eventfully won and became a Tory MP.
To tell the story of the Empire based on his central theme, Kwasi
takes six examples - Iraq, Kashmir, Burma, Sudan, Nigeria and Hong
Kong - and follows them through from the beginnings of the imperial

story to the pre~
Hong Kong,

most of them, perhaps with the exception of
and unstable to the present day.

Part three of the
accounts of the
with Lord Kil
233) telling us
policies re
Omdurman and
achieved
place under
devoted a

Sudan: Black and Blues gives excellent
who shaped the modem Sudan, starting
he portrays as an imperial hero (pp 211short tenure as Governor General and his
to establish law and order after the fall of
.llapse of the Mahdia State. Not much was
but the real progress for the Sudan took
~ssor, Wingate and the author should have
man.

The chapter
Sudan Political
only to the
between the a
third of them
success of the B~
(1900-1956)

finest body of men' (pp 234-252) on the
(SPS) is excellent. The Service was second
Service (IPS). It recruited only men
and 25, almost all from public schools, one
of Anglican clergy. It was a measure of the
school system that the 140 men recruited
to rule a country the size of England, France

Although the chapter on the so called 'finest body of men" is a well
written account of the Sudan Political Service, it is a pity that the
human side of the story has been omitted. It could have been more
enriching if the author had taken the trouble of visiting and consulting
the wealth of unpublished information at the Sudan Archive in
Durham University (SAD) on the daily life and times of these men.
The last chapter in this part is devoted to the South Sudan and is titled
North and South (pp 253-270). It traces the root causes of the
southern question, its development and the role of the finest men in
Khartoum in the architecture and execution of the Southern Policy
that aimed to curb the spread of the Arabic language and Islam into
the south. The adoption and abandonment of the Southern Policy was
a tragic example of the shortcomings of individualism, devoid of any
strategic aim. From Harold MacMichael the meticulous, hardworking;
Angus Gillan the indifferent; Douglas Newbold, the liberal, humane
and colour blind; to James Robertson the powerfully built man of
independent will and short temper who actually opposed the policy
and abolished it in the end; to the so-called Bog Barons or the Barons
of the Bogs, the tough, lonely, eccentric administrators in the South
who were given a free hand in running their Mudirias and Merkezs
the way they liked. It was the policy of incoherence and individualism
which led in the end to the two Sudans of today.
Alhaj Salim Mustafa

BOOK REVIEW
Search for the Nile's Source: The ruined
reputation of John Petherick, nineteenth-century Welsh
Explorer, University of Wales Press, Cardiff, 2013.
Humphries, J,

John Petherick, the 19th Century British Consul in Khartoum, is
remembered for two major transgressions. The first, that he
abandoned the explorer John Hanning Speke at Gondokoro
(near present day Juba) and the second, that he was involved in
the slave trade in South Sudan. Search for the Nile's Source
seeks to restore his 'ruined reputation'. While it is relatively
easy to show that Speke's charges were unfair, exonerating
Petherick from slave trading is not as straightforward. In trying
to do so, this book, almost in spite of itself, underscores the
complicity between slavery, trade, exploration and imperialism
in 19th century South Sudan.
One of the major contributions of this book is to bring together
what is known about John Petherick. It also satisfyingly
recognizes the contribution of his wife, Katherine, to their books
(shewrote most of their two volume account from Sudan,
Travels in Central Africa). Although this is a detailed study of
the Pethericks, there are problems with sources. One reference is
missing from the endnotes (p.153) and no sources are given for
the photographs. Readers should also be warned of a more
serious problem with this book - it uncritically replicates much
of the racist language of the old accounts it uses as sources.
South Sudan is referred to as a 'disease-infested empty space'
(p.15) inhabited by cannibal 'natives' with strange beliefs. This
language makes the otherwise very readable prose
uncomfortable and upsetting.
John Petherick, born in 1813, was the son of a Welsh mining
official. He left Wales and studied mine engineering in Poland.
In 1845 he was commissioned by Muhammad Ali Pasha
(Viceroy of Egypt and Sudan) to search for coal in the Egyptian

desert. He did not fmd coal, but was promoted into the Egyptian
army where he was posted to E10beid in Kordofan in 1847 to
investigate iron workings. When Muhammad Ali died in 1849,
Petherick was appointed the British Vice-Consul to Sudan. His
main qualification was simply that he was the only British man
in Sudan.
It is clear that Petherick's real interests in Sudan lay not in
diplomacy, but in business. He had his eyes on ivory; he
estimated the value of the trade in the mid-19th century to be
£2.5 million per year (at to-day's prices). Khartoum was full of
traders tempted by these huge profits. As Humphries explains,
Petherick didn't take diplomatic duties seriously and during 10
years as Vice-Consul he devoted his attention to establishing a
network of trading stations (zeriba) in South Sudan. He
'explored' in the sense that he was probably the first person to
navigate to Lake Ambadi and down the Jur River that connects
Wau with the Bahr el Ghazal (he did not record precise
coordinates so we cannot know for sure how far he got), but this
was incidental, he was driven ultimately by profit.
After 14 years away, he made a visit to England in 1859. He
married a young widow, Katherine. He also used the time to
announce to the Royal Geographical Society that he had
navigated the Bahr el Ghazal. At this point Speke, already a
famous explorer, enlisted Petherick's help on his next journey to
find the source of the Nile.
Petherick made an agreement through the Royal Geographical
Society to help Speke and Grant. He was supposed to meet them
at Gondokoro on their return journey from the Victoria-Nyanza.
The problem was everyone was much later getting there than
planned. Speke and Grant arrived 8 months after the agreed
window. The Pethericks were also very late. In the end, Speke
was met by another explorer, Samuel Baker. Speke embarked on
a smear campaign against Petherick for this alleged
'abandonment.' A more astute person may have been able to

resolve the tension, but Petherick was not savvy enough to get
Speke and Baker back on side and his image never recovered
from the bashing they gave him in the press. He did not deserve
this slander.
The slavery issue, however, is much harder to resolve. The most
s i g n i fi c a n t p r o b l e m w i t h t h i s b o o k ' s a r g u m e n t i s t h a t
rehabilitating Petherick is far from as simple as it implies. The
argument presented is that Petherick was engaged in legitimate
commercial trade, in ivory and gum, not in slaves. However, it
becomes clear that one cannot make a clear-cut distinction
between 'legitimate' trade and 'immoral' trade as Humphries
tries to do (even if you call the large-scale extraction of ivory
'moral'). Petherick cannot be called 'an innocent bystander in
the wrong place at the wrong time' (p. 141) because he sought
out profits from a trade built on violent exploitation. Whichever
way you slice it, Petherick directly and indirectly contributed
towards the horrendous 19th century traffic in people from South
Sudan. At the most basic level, all trade at this time used South
Sudanese slave labour, at least for transportation. What is more,
Petherick was building the infrastructure that made slavery
possible - he even shared a zeriba with Alphonse de Malzac, an
infamous slaver. He knew about the explosion in slave trading
in Sudan, yet as Humphries himself tells us, he never once took
even the minimal step of reporting it to the Consul-General in
Egypt.
We learn that many of the worst accusations against him were
partially true. He admitted to permitting a razzia (raid) in Aliab
(present day Lakes State) and to shooting local Dinka people.
His Agent, Abdel Majid, used his ship to transport slaves during
the journey to meet Speke. On discovering this, Petherick
arrested Majid and released the captives, but the undeniable fact
remains that the property of the British Consul was used to
transport slaves at a time when Britain was officially committed
to abolition. Entirely restoring his reputation does not seem to
be possible, or particularly desirable.

Curiously overall, no clear picture of Petherick emerges from
this book. His wife thought he was caring and considerate,
Humphries suggests he was fearless and resolute. Maybe, the
most revealing assessment comes from Speke's sister, who
described him as a 'clumsy hippopotamus.' Clumsy in manner
and with people, for when things came to a head, everyone; the
explorers, the Khartoum traders and the Foreign Office closed
ranks against him. He was certainly no diplomat.
Zoe Cormack

SSSUK

NOTICES

13th

International Conference for Nubian Studies

This will be held at the University of Neuchatel
Ist to

6th September 2014

The Preliminary Programme consists of 5 Plenary sessions
which will be held in the morning's proceedings, namely,
2nd September
3rd September
4th September
5th September
6th September

From Prehistory to the Kingdom of
Kerma
The end of Kerma and the Egyptian
presence
The Kushite Kingdoms
Mediaeval and Islamic periods
Synthesis

The afternoons will have 3 to 5 parallel sessions addressing
recent research, art and architecture, language, archaeology, etc
Offers of papers and queries concerning further details should
be addressed to the Conference Organiser,
M. Honegger, Institute of Archaeology, c/o Museum of
Latenium, Espace Paul Vouga, 2068 Hauterive, Switzerland.
E-Mail: nubianstudies.2014@unine.ch
[We were asked to make this Conference known through 'Sudan
Studies" and are pleased to do so.]

Minutes of the 26th AGM of the Sudan Studies Society of the United
Kingdom,
29 September 2012 at SOAS London
1 . T h e D e p u t y C h a i r p e r s o n , A n d r e w W h e e l e r, w e l c o m e d t h e
participants.
2. Apologies for absence were received from Douglas H. Johnson,
SSSUK
Chairperson, and Michael Medley, Web Editor.
3.

The Minutes of the 25th AGM of 2011 were read.

4.

Members adopted the 2011 Minutes.

5. Chairperson's report: This concerned mainly SSSUK's role in the
International Sudan Studies Conference in Bonn, Germany. Douglas
Johnson had printed the report for members to read. He noted that
presentations, including those from several SSSUK members, focussed
on identity and relationships, especially between South Sudan and Sudan.
6. Secretary's Report: Gill Lusk appealed for more members to be
involved in organising the Annual Symposium, especially by speaking or
suggesting speakers. She said that the SSSUK President, Ibrahim el
Salahi, would be holding an exhibition at the Tate Modern art gallery in
London.
7 . Tr e a s u r e r ' s r e p o r t : A d r i a n T h o m a s s a i d t h a t t h e r e w e r e n o
significant financial problems. He referred members to the draft accounts
which he had printed out. Income stood at £3,500, of which a major
component was the big Gift Aid refund received, £737. He thanked
David Lindley for recovering this and for dealing with HMRC and the
Charity Commission. The fact that SOAS had again offered a free venue
was very important indeed and he thanked Dan Large for arranging this
through the Royal African Society.
Results were not quite as good as in 2010 or 2011, because costs had

gone up. There was a fall in membership but only a slight one. Please
encourage friends and colleagues to join. He also urged members to pay
their subscriptions on time. He welcomed many people paying on-line by
'PayPal' and said this simplified administration.
8. Editor's Report: Jack Davies again encouraged Sudanese in
particular to write for the SSSUK's publication, Sudan Studies. He also
urged speakers at the Symposium to send to him a copy of their paper (or
a summary) for publication.
9. Any Other Business: Ian Simpson said that visas had become very
hard to get for Sudanese academics visiting for specific meetings and
some had had visas issued but too late for the events they were supposed
to attend. It was agreed to look into this further.
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