
Sudan's First Railway 
The Gordon Relief Expedition 

and 
The Dongola Campaign

by
Derek  A. Welsby

Sudan Archaeological Research Society Publication no. 19 
London, 2011.

Begun in 1875 by the Egyptian khedive, Ismail Pasha, 
the railway played an important role during the Gordon 
Relief Expedition of 1884-5 and Kitchener's Dongola 
Campaign in 1896. It was abandoned and cannibalised 
to build other railways in Sudan during the first decade 
of the 20th century. For much of its course it runs through the desert and in those areas the roadbed, the associ-
ated military installations and the innumerable construction camps are extremely well preserved. This book 
is the result of a photographic survey of these installations together with the detailed archaeological surveys 
undertaken within them. A report on the artefacts, which includes personal equipment, ammunition, fragments 
of rolling stock, bottles, tins and ceramics, completes the volume. This profusely illustrated book should be of 
interest to military historians, railway enthusiasts and archaeologists.
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